Topics and Novels for the ISU – Grade 12 English

1. The Modernists:

Joyce – Portrait of an Artists as a Young Man
Woolf – To the Lighthouse

T S Eliott, Ezra Pound – Imagism (many works) 
EM Forster – Howard’s End

2. The Lost Generation:

Hemingway & Fitzgerald

3. Appearance vs. Reality:

Shakespeare – The Tempest


Fowles – The Magus
Palahniuk – Fight Club
4. Generation X:

Copeland – Generation X



McInery – Bright Lights, Big City
Ellis – Less than Zero



Didion – Play it as it Lays
Moody – Garden State



Smith -  How Insensitive
Welsh – Trainspotting



Hell – Go Now

Nersesian – The Fuck-Up



Richler – Kicking Tomorrow
Hornby – High Fidelity



Jaramillo – Going Postal
Johnson – Jesus’ Son



Hollander – L.I.E.
Hornby – A Long Way Down


Moody – Garden State
5. Social Realism:

Steinbeck, Zola, Solzhenitsyn, Hardy

6. Individual & Social Responsibility:

Dickens – Bleak House, Oliver Twist 

Steinbeck – Grapes of Wrath
S Lewis – Babbitt




Golden – Memoirs of a Geisha

Mistry – A Fine Balance



Forester – A Passage to India

Lawrence/Lee – Inherit the Wind (play)

Rose – 12 Angry Men
7. War is Hell:

Crane – The Red Badge of Courage


Findley – The Wars

Mailer – The Naked and the Dead


Stone – Dog Soldiers
Hemingway – A Farewell to Arms


O’Brien – Things They Carried
Remarque – All Quiet on the Western Front 

O’Brien – Going for Cacciato
Butler – Strange Scents from a Good Mountain 
Herr – Dispatches
England – Figures in a Landscape


Heller – Catch 22

Barker – The Regeneration Trilogy


Anderson – Triage
Vonnegut – Slaughterhouse Five 


Mason – In Country

Schaeffer – Buffalo Afternoon


Brickhill – The Great Escape

Pasternak – Doctor Zhivago 


Clavell – King Rat
Mitchell – Gone With the Wind

8. Male/Female Relationships:

Maughan – Of Human Bondage 


Barnes – Talking it Over

Fowles – The French Lieutenant’s Woman 

Tyler – Accidental Tourist
Lawrence – Sons and Lovers 


Diamant – The Red Tent
Kundera – Unbearable Lightness of Being

Atwood – Surfacing

Marquez – Love in the Time of Cholera

Bronte – Wuthering Heights

Esquivel – Like Water for Chocolate


Austen – Sense and Sensibility

Atwood – Edible Woman



Frazier - Cold Mountain
Seierstad – The Bookseller of Kabul

9. Our Troubled Times:

Delillo – White Noise



Wolf – Bonfire of the Vanities

Carver – Cathedral




Boyle – The Road to Wellville

Coetzee – Waiting for the Barbarians 

Brown – Civil Wars
Nafizi - Reading Lolita in Tehran (non-fiction)
10. Coming of Age:
Salinger – Catcher in the Rye


Diamant – The Red Tent

Mitchell – Who Has Seen the Wind? 

Twain – Huck Finn
Davis – 1959




Okri – The Famished Road

Deane – Reading in the Dark


Roth – Call it Sleep
Theroux – Mosquito Coast



Woolf – This Boy’s Life
Atwood – Cat’s Eyes



Doyle – Paddy Clarke Ha Ha Ha

Childress – Crazy In Alabama


Irving – The Cider House Rules
Enger – Peace Like a River



Meallet – Edgewater Angels

Winterson – Oranges are not the Only Fruit

Lawrence – Bird in the House

Wright – Black Boy 




Brenna – Too Cool

Chbosky – The Perks of Being a Wallflower

Michener – The Drifters
Hinton – The Outsiders



Hosseini – The Kite Runner

Zindal – The Undertaker’s Gone Bananas
11. 19th Century Novel:

Austen, Bronte, Eliot, Flaubert, Wilde
12. 19th Century Woman & Punishment:

Hawthorne – The Scarlet Letter


Flaubert – Madame Bovary
Hardy – Tess of the D’Urbervilles


Tostoy – Anna Karenina
13. The Impact of Illness:

Shute – Life Size




Plath – The Bell Jar

Ondaatje – The English Patient


Frome – Wharton

Kaysen – Girl, Interrupted



Wurtzel – Prozac Nation

Sayer – The Comforts of Madness


Harris – Bang the Drum Slowly

Tolstoy – The Death of Ivan Ilyich


McCormick – Cuts

Connelly – Bringing Out the Dead 


Toten – The Game

Kesey – One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest

Shreiber – Sybil

Phillips – The Magic Daughter

Haddon – The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-time
14. African-American Issues and Identities:

Walker – The Colour Purple



McMillian – Waiting to Exhale

Baldwin – Going to Meet the Man


Morrisson – Jazz

Straight – I Been in Sorrow’s Kitchen and Licked Out all the Pots

Pinckney – High Cotton



Ellison – Invisible Man

Malcolm X – The Autobiography of Malcolm X
Griffin - Black Like Me
Gaines – A Lesson Before Dying


Wright – Native Son

Wideman – the Homewood trilogy 


Guy – A Measure of Time

Phillips – Crossing the River 


Dash – Daughters of the Dust

Danticat – Breath, Eyes, Memory 


Haley – Roots

Styron – The Confessions of Nat Turner 

Morrison – The Bluest Eye

Pate – Amistad




Lester – Long Journey Home
15. The Family:





Connell – Mrs. Bridge, Mr. Bridge 


Eliot – Middlemarch

Faulkner – The Sound and the Fury 


Doctorow – Ragtime
O’Neill – Long Day’s Journey into Night 

Lively – Passing One

McCullers – The Member of the Wedding

Seth – A Suitable Boy

Tan – The Kitchen God’s Wife


Sebold – The Lovely Bones

DH Lawrence – Sons and Lovers


Okri – The Famished Road

Hosseini – The Kite Runner 



McCourt – Angela’s Ashes
Seierstad – The Bookseller of Kabul



16. Understanding Evil:

Allison – Bastard Out of Carolina


Banks – Affliction

Ellis – American Psycho



Bausch – Violence

Copote – In Cold Blood



Conrad – Heart of Darkness

Didion – Play It as It Lays



Suskind – Perfume
Sebold – The Lovely Bones



Harris – Silence of the Lambs

Berendt – Midnight in the Garden of Good and Evil 
Nabokov – Lolita

Carr – The Angel of Darkness


Stoker – Dracula

Shelley - Frankenstein
17. Societal Critique:

Malouf – Remembering Babylon


Ruchdie – Midnight’s Children

Carey – Oscar and Luscinda 


Atwood – Alias Grace
Scott – Jewel in the Crown (Trilogy)


Didion – Play it as it Lays

Rand – Anthem




Orwell – Animal Farm

Huxley – Brave New World



Whydham – The Chrysalids

Burgess – A Clockwork Orange


Dickens – Oliver Twist

Steinbeck – The Grapes of Wrath


Lewis – Babbit

Dickens – A Tale of Two Cities OR A Christmas Carol
Orwell – 1984




Bradbury – Fahrenheit 451

Lawrence/Lee – Inherit the Wind (play)

Welsh - Trainspotting
18. Native American Voices/Issues:

Alexie – The Lone Ranger and Tonto Fistfight in Heaven

TT Williams – Pieces of White Shell


Owens – Wolfsong
Momaday – Houses Made of Dawn


Welch – Winter in the Blood
Dorris – Yellow Raft in blue Water


Kingsolver – The Bean Trees

Kingsolver – Pigs in Heaven 


Erdich – Tracks



Alexie – The Lone Ranger and Tonto Fistfight in heaven

King – Green Grass, Running Water


Silko – Ceremony

Ryga – In the Shadow of Our Vulture

Berger – Little Big Man
Momaday – House Made of Dawn 


Kinsella – Dance Me Outside

Keneally – The Chant of Jimmie Blacksmith



Kinsella –The Moccasin Telegraph
19. Untrustworthy Narration:

James – The Turn of the Screw


Fowles – The Collector

Ishiguro – The Remains of the Day


Nabokov – Pale Fire
Livesey – Homework



Nabokov – Lolita

Shreve – The Last Time We Met


Fust – The Story of My Wife

Mafquez – The General in His Labyrinth 

Ford – A Good Soldier
20. Experiments in Form:

Fowles – The French Lieutenant’s Woman

Calvino – If On a Winter’s Night a Traveller

Puig – Kiss of the Spider Woman

Barthe – Last Voyage of Somebody the Sailor

21. Playing with Time:

Amis – Time’s Arrow



Tan – The Joy Luck Club

Vonnegut – Slaughterhouse Five 


Agee – A Death in the Family
Byatt – Possession




Vonnegut – Hocus Pocus

22. Mothers and Daughters:

Godwin – A Mother and Two Daughters

Tan – The Joy Luck Club

Munro – The Beggar Maid



Morrison – The Beloved
Miller  - The Good Mother



Flynt – Mother Love
Diamant – The Red Tent 



Fitch – White Oleander
Munro – Lives of Girls and Women


Morrison – Beloved

Friday – My Mother/Myself: the Daughter’s Search for Identity

23. Fathers and Sons:

Agee – A Death in the Family


Auster – Moon Palace

Bailey – Gabriel’s Lament



Canin – Blue River
Theroux – Mosquito Coast



Conroy – The Great Santini
Dickens – David Copperfield 


Hosseini – The Kite Runner
Dostoevsky – The Brothers Karamazof

Miller – Death of a Salesman
Prisig – Zen and the Art of Motorcycle Maintenance
24. Magic Realism:


      Marquez – 100 Years of Solitude OR Love in the time of Cholera

      Kundera – Book of Laughter and Forgetting
           Harris – Chocolat

      Escoval – Like Water for Chocolate

           Carter – Night at the Circus


      Rushdie – Midnight’s Children

           Allende – House of the Spirits

      Otto – The Passion Dream Book

           Okri – The Famished Road


      Fowler – Sarah Canary


           Winterson – the Passion
25. Searching for the Spiritual in the Real:



Maugham – The Razor’s Edge


Hesse – Siddhartha


Kazanzakis – Last Temptation of Christ 

Coehlo – The Alchemist
26. Existential Dilemma:



Kazanzakis – Zorba the Greek


Sartre – The Wall


Camus – The Stranger, The Plague



Kafka – The Trial, The Metamorphisis
27. Anti-Colonialism:



Achebe – Things Fall Apart


Thiong’o – Petals of Blood


Conrad – Heart of Darkness


Hulme – The Bone People



Kincaid – Annie John



Narayan – The World of Nagaraj


Matthiessen – At Play in the Fields of the Lord 
Theroux – Kowloon Tong


Rhys – Wide Sargasso Sea 


Achebe – No Longer at Ease


Kingsolver – The Poisonwood Bible

Forster – A Passage to India


Clavel – Tai-Pan: A Novel of Hong Kong

28. “other” Canadian Voices:



Bissooondath – A Casual Brutality

Vasanjii – The Gunny Sack


Kogawa – Obasan



Ricci – In a Glass House

Leacock – Sunshine Sketches of a Little Town
Urquhart – Away

Munro – Lives of Girls and Women

Ricci - Lives of the Saints
Mowat – People of the Deer OR Never Cry Wolf

29. Gay and Lesbian Identity:



Acker – Blood and Guts in High School

Allison – Trash




Brown – Rubyfruit Jungle


Hall – Well of Lonliness


Greene – What the Dead Remember

Forster – Maurice




Winterson – Oranges are not the Only Fruit
Kushner – Angels in America
30. Challenging Detective Fiction:



Eco – Name of the Rose


Auster – New York Trilogy


Arturo – Flanders Panel



Oatley – The Case of Emily V



Stone – The Damascus Gate


Gee – Dying, In Other Words



Winslow – A Cool Breeze on the Underground 
Carr – The Alienist


Green – The Caveman’s Valentine 

Finney – Time and Again
31. Apocalyptic Visions:



Burgess – A Clockwork Orange


Miller - A Canticle for Leibowitz


Atwood – A Handmaid’s Tale
32. The Criminal as Narrator:
McGrath – Spyder




Fowles – The Collector

Dostoevski – Crime and Punishment 

Suskind – Perfume


O’Nan – The Speed Queen



Homes – The End of Alice
Bradfield – History of Luminous Motion 

McCabe – Butcher’s Boy

Carey – The True History of the Kelly Gang
33. A Strong Sense of Place:
Ominous:




Poignant:
Hoeg – Smilla’s Sense of Snow

Golden – Memoirs of a Geisha
Forster – A Passage to India

Okri – The Famished Road

Bowles – The Sheltering Sky

Buck – The Good Earth

Isherwood – Good-bye to Berlin

Kincaid – Annie John

Ballard – Empire of the Sun


Pagnol – Jean de Florette

Aiken – Realia



Buck – The Good Earth
Theroux – Kowloon Tong



34. Sweeping Novels of a Society:

Tolstoy – War and Peace


Dickens – Bleak House
Wolfe – Bonfire of the Vanities

Mitchell – Gone with the Wind
Rushdie – Midnight’s Children

Courtney – The Potato Factory

Pasternak – Doctor Zhivago
35. Fathers, Mothers, Daughters, Sons:

Allison – Bastard Out of Carolina 

Morrison – Beloved
Tan – The Joy Luck Club OR The Kitchen God’s Wife
Simpson – Anywhere But Here

Simpson – A Regular Guy
Miller – The Good Mother


Lawrence – Sons and Lovers
Hall - The Siskiad 



Woolf – This Boy’s Life
Roth – Call It Sleep



Gibbons – Ellen Foster
Diamant – The Red Tent 


Alexis – Childhood

Leavitt – The Lost Language of Cranes
Wallace – Big Fish

Agee – A Death in the Family

Nobokov – Lolita

Homes – Jack



Benitez – Bitter Grounds

Otto – How to Make an American Quilt
Tyler – Blue Grass

Diamant – Blue Grass
36. Docudrama:

Capote – In Cold Blood 


Alexander – Anyone’s Daughter
Mailer – The Executioner’s Song
Berendt - Midnight in the Garden of Good and Evil

37. Added Weight in Children’s Lit:

Adams – Watership Down 


Barrie – Peter Pan
Carroll – Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland 
Burnett – The Secret Garden
Grahame – The Wind in the Willows
Perriault, Grimm – Assorted Fairy Tales

Carter – The Burning Bed and with any of these: Bettelheim – The Uses of   Enchantment

38. What Happened to Historical Veracity?:

Coover – The Public Burning

DeLillo – Libra
DeLillo – White Noise 


Scott – Arrogance
Griffiths – Myself and Marco Polo 

Doctorow – Ragtime
Mendelsohn – I Was Amelia Earhart 
Cunningham – The Hours
Barden – John Wayne: A Novel
39. Generations:

Mann – Buddenbrooks


Allende – The House of the Spirits
MacDonald – Fall on Your Knees

Corbeil – Voice Over
Benitez – Bitter Grounds


Dorris – Cloud Chamber
40. Art and Literature:

Cary – The Horse’s Mouth


Potok – My Name is Asher Lev

Urquhart – The Underpainter

Stone – The Agony and the Ecstasy

Berger – A Painter of Our Times

Maugham – The Moon and Sixpence
41. Dirt Poor:

Caldwell – Tobacco Road or God’s Little Acre
Chute – The Bean of Egypt, Main

Faulkner – As I Lay Dying
Steinbeck – Grapes of Wrath

42. (a) Fake (But Good) Antique Novels:
Atwood – Alias Grace


Urquhart – Away
Millhauser – Martin Dressler


Tremain – Restoration
Hill – The Woman in Black


Fowles – A Maggot
(b) Specifically Renaissance:
Ackroyd – The House of Doctor Dee

Burgess – A Dead Man in Deptford

Dunnett – Niccolo Rising
(c) The Middle Ages:

Eco – The Name of the Rose

Unsworth – Morality Play

Golding – The Spire
43. He and She Must Come Together:

Carey – Oscar and Lucinda


White – Voss

Frazier – Cold Mountain


Pasternak – Dr. Zhivago
44. The Victorian Triangle:

James – The Golden Bowl


James – Wings of the Dove
Hardy – Jude the Obscure


Wharton – The Age of Innocence
Trollope – The Way We Were

45. Future Imperfect:

Hoban – Riddley Walker


Theroux – O-Zone

Burgess – A Clockwork Orange

Miller – A Canticle for Leibowitz
Gibson – Neuramancer


Stephenson – Snow Crash
Wright – A Scientific Romance
46. Girls in Adolescence:

Franklin – My Brilliant Career

Atwood – Cat’s Eye

McCullers – A Member of the Wedding 
Hall – The Saskiad
Dorris – A Yellow Raft in Blue Water

Hall – A Widow for One Year

47. First-Person Quirky:

Alther – Kinflicks



Irving – The World According to Garp

Roth – Portnoy’s Complain

48. The Travelogue:

Chatwin – In Patagonia


Theroux – Pillars of Hercules

Theroux – The Kingdom by the Sea

Morris – Locations
Bryson – Neither Here Nor There

Bryson – Notes from a Small Island
Bryson – In a Sunburned Country

Vollmann – The Atlas
Wells – The Time Machine
49. Challenging Detective Fiction:
Auster – The New York trilogy

Gee – Dying, In Other Words

Oatley – The Case of Emily V.

Carr – The Alienist
Finney – Time and Again

50. Apartheid:

Brink – A Dry, White Season

Fugard – Tsotsi
Patterson – Cry, The Beloved Country
Malick – My Traitor’s Heart
Courtney – The Power of One

Coetzee – Disgrace

51. Experiments in Narration:

Connell – Mr. Bridge


Connell – Mrs. Bridge

Banks – The Sweet Hereafter

Moody – The Ice Storm
O’Brien – In a Lake of the Woods

Mathiessen – Killing Mr. Watson

Perry – Montgomery’s Children

Maupin – Tales of the City

      Saramago – Baltasar and Bluminda

Amis – Time’s Arrow


      deWitt – The Last Samaurai


Rooke – Shakespeare’s Dog


      Doyle – Paddy Clarke Ha Ha Ha

Doctorow – City of God


      Blackbridge – Prozac highway

Faulkner – As I Lay Dying


      Gowdy – The White Bone


Byatt – Possession (history)


      Selby – Last Exit to Brooklyn 

Winterson – Written on the Body

      Vollmann – Rainbow Stories


Eugenides – The Virgin Suicides


      Mitchell – Ghostwritten


Vreeland – Girl in Hyacinth Blue


      Ende – Momo



Walsh – Knowledge of Angels


      Davis – Break it Down


Johnson – Jesus’ Son


      Fowles – The French Lieutenant’s Woman    Barnes – Talking it Over

      Vanderhaege – The Last Crossing 

Gifford – Wild At Heart: The Story of Sailor and Lula


      Sherrill – The Minotaur Takes a Cigarette Break
      

52. The Anti-hero:

Dreiser – An American Tragedy

Kerouac – On the Road
Kesey – One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest

Richler – The Apprenticeship of Duddy Kravitz
53. Maritime Fiction:

Poe – The Narrative of Arthur Gordon Pym
Melville – Moby Dick

Dana – Two Years Before the Mast 

Johnson – Middle Passage

Barrett – The Voyage of the Narwhal
Proulx – The Shipping News
Forester – Horatio Hornblower (series) 
Unsworth – Sacred Hunger

Mishima – The Sailor Who Fell From Grace with the Sea

54. Gastronomique:

Lanchester – The Debt to Pleasure 

Ephron – Heartburn
Esquavel – Like Water for Chocolate
Lanchester – The Debt to Pleasure
Deval – Reckless Appetites:  A Culinary Romance
55. The Sub-continent of India:

Forster – A Passage to India

Jhabvala – A New Dominion
Jhabvala – Heat and Dust


Rushdie – Midnight’s Children

Seth – A Suitable Boy


Mistry – A Fine Balance

Mehta – Karma Cola


Ondaatje – Inil’s Ghost

Badami – Tamarind Man


Gunesekera – Reef

Martel – Life of Pi



De Silva – The Founts of Sinhala
56. What’s Wrong with Me, Anyway?:

Irving – The Hotel New Hampshire

Irving – A Prayer for Owen Meany
Selvadurai – Funny Boy


Dunn – Geek Love
Kanga – Trying to Grow



57. The Legends of Arthur:

Malory – Morte d’Arthur


Tennyson – Idylls of the King
White – The Once and Future King

Alibris – The Camelot Chronicles
58. The Holocaust:

Anya – Susan Fromberg Schaeffer

Thomas – The White Hotel
Schlink – The Reader


Begley – Wartime Lies

Styron – Sophie’s Choice


Michaels – Fugitive Pieces
Becker – Jacob the Liar


Appleman-Jurman – Alicia: My Story
Minsky – The Cage



Weisel - Night
59. Slavery in Literature:

Stowe – Uncle Tom’s Cabin


Morrison – Beloved
Phillips – Crossing the River


Phillips – Cambridge

60. Rome is My Home:

Wilder – Ideas of March


Graves – I, Claudius

Graves – Claudius the God


McCullough – Caesar’s Women

Wishart – I, Virgil



MCcullough – The First Man in Rome

Mccullough – The Song of Troy

Homer – The Odyssey
61. Is He/She Nuts, A Liar, or What?:

Toole – A Confederacy of Dunces

Carey – Illywacker

Bellow – Herzog



McShane – Séance on a Wet Afternoon

Waterhouse – Billy Liar


Quarrington – Whale Music

Barth – Giles Goat Boy

62. Giving Up Hope:

Steinbeck – Of Mice and Men

McCarthy – Blood Meridian

Conrad – Lord Jim



Hemingway – Farewell to Arms

Hardy – Jude the Obscure

63. The American Dream Gone Awry:

Dubus – A House of Sand and Fog

Guest – Ordinary People

Johnson – Angels



O’Hara – Appointment in Samarra

Franzen – The Corrections 


Banks – Affliction

Tyler – Dinner at the Homesick Restaurant 
Kerouac – On the Road

Vonnegut – Breakfast of Champions 
Palahniuk – Fight Club

Thompson – Fear and Loathing in Las Vegas

Wolfe – The Electric Kool-Aid Acid Test
64. Specifically Hollywood:
West – Day of the Locust


Lehman – Sweet Smell of Success

Schulberg – What Makes Sammy Run?
Tolkin – The Player

65. The Farm:

Maxwell – So Long, See You Tomorrow
Haruf – Plainsong

Smiley – A Thousand Acres


Van Herk – Judith

Enger – Peace Like a River


Lawrence – The Diviners

Steinbeck – Of Mice and Men

Blitzen – Out of Africa

Cather – My Antonia 


Steinbeck – Grapes of Wrath

Anderson-Dargatz – The Cure for Death by Lightening

Toews – A Complicated Kindness
Chase – During the Reign of the Queen of Persia

66.
The Immigrant:
Courtney – The Potato Factory

Guterson – Snow Falling on Cedars

Tan – Joy Luck Club


Ng – Bone
Mukarjee – Jasmine



Vassanji – No New Land

Sakamoto – Electrical Field


Kogawa – Obasan

Lee – Disappearing Moon Café

Doctorow – Ragtime
Hijuelos – The Mambo Kings Play Songs of Love

(in Japan):
Kadohata – The Floating World

Morley – Pictures from the Water Trade

(in China):

Lee – Farewell my Concubine

67. Europe Now:

McEwen – Black Dogs


Ende – Momo

​Berger – To the Wedding

68. Epistolary/Diary Format:

Walker – The Color Purple


Hanff – Charing Cross Road
Bantock – the Griffin and Sabine series
Symonds – The Convict Lover
Lewis -The Screwtape Letters

Bellows – Herzog
Fielding - Bridget Jones’ Diary

Kaysen – Girl Interrupted

Carroll – The Basketball Diaries

Dalby – The Tale of Murasaki

Flagg – Fried Green Tomatoes at the Whistle Stop Café
69. Novels of Baseball:

Kinsella – The Iowa Baseball Conspiracy
Kinsella – Shoeless Joe
Harris – Bang the Drum Slowly
70. The Modern Picaresque:

Kerouac – On the Road


Clark – Miss You Like Crazy
Bellows – The Adventures of Augie March 
Jarman – Salvage King, Ya!
71. Metafiction:

Griffiths – Myself and Marco Polo

Delillo – White Noise

Pavic – Landscape Painted with Tea

Barnes – Flaubert’s Parrot

O’Brien – In a Lake of the Woods

Eco – The Island of the Day Before
Kundera – Unbearable Lightness of Being
Barth – “Lost in the Funhouse”

Barth – Last Voyage of Somebody the Sailor

Calvino – If On a Winter’s Night a Traveller…

72. (I Don’t Wanna Be No) Macho Man:

Banks – Affliction



Hemingway – Old Man and the Sea

Vollmann – Yon Bright and Risen Angels
Dickey – Deliverance
Norris – McTeague
73. Old West, New West:

McCarthy – Blood Meridian


Clark – Oxbow Incident
Harrison – Legends of the Fall 

Vanderhaege – The Last Crossing
Vanderhaege – The Englishman’s Boy
McCarthy – All the Pretty Horses, The Crossing, Cities of the Plain (Trilogy)

74. The Novel Form Under Attack:
Acker – Blood and Guts in High School
Danielewski – House of Leaves

Bantock – the Griffin and Sabine series
Gray – ’92 Janine
Vollmann – The Atlas


Spiegelman – Maus
Esquivel – The Law of Love


Brautigan – Trout Fishing in America
Leyner – My Cousin, My Gastroenterologist 
Leyner – Et Tu, Babe
75. Spin Offs:

(Conrad) Heart of Darkness & (Findley) Headwater 

(Smiley) A Thousand Acres & (Shakespeare) King Lear
(duMaurier) Rebecca & (Hill) Mrs. De Winter
(Baum) The Wizard of Oz & (Ryman) Was OR (Maguire) Wicked
(Bronte) Jane Eyre & (Rhys) Wide Sargasso Sea
“Beowulf” & (Gardner) Grendel

      (Stevenson) Dr. Jeckyll and Mrs. Hyde & (Martin) Mary Reilly

      (Bronte) Wuthering Heights & (Urquhart) Changing Heaven
      (Ackroyd) The Life and Times of William Shakespeare & (Rooke) Shakespeare’s Dog
      (Woolf) Mrs. Dalloway & (Cunningham) The Hours
      (James) Portrait of a Lady & (Johnson) Le Mariage
      (Fitzgerald) The Great Gatsby & (West) The Day of the Locust
      (Flaubert) Madame Bovary & (Barnes) Flaubert’s Parrot 

      (Shakespeare) Hamlet & (Updike) Gertrude and Claudius
      (Melville) Moby Dick & (Naslund) Ahab’s Wife
      A Literary bio of Emily Dickinson & (Farr) I Never Came to You in White
      (Nabokov) Lolita & (Pera) Lo’s Diary

      (Barrie) Peter Pan &  (Brooks) Hook
76. Impressionistic Longer Narrative:

Okri – The Famished Road


Gunesekera – Reef
Dillard – Pilgrim at Tinker’s Creek

Agee – A Death in the Family
Atwood – Surfacing

Smart – By Grand Central Station I sat Down and Wept

77. Paradise Lost:
Wiggins – John Dollar


Garland – The Beach

Golding – Lord of the Flies


MacDonald – Cape Breton Road

Hilton – Lost Horizon
78. About Writers Writing:
Nabokov – Pale Fire


McEwan – Atonement
King – On Writing, A Memoir of the Craft
79. The Middle East in Literature:
Updike – The Terrorist


Nafisi – Reading Lolita in Tehran

Mahfouz – The Palace Walk


Hosseini – The Kite Runner

Seierstad – The Bookseller of Kabul
80. A Good Man in Bad Times:

O’Nan – A Prayer for the Dying

Enger – Peace Like a River

81. Sexual Abuse:

Miller – The Good Mother


Walker – The Color Purple
Campbell – Touched
82. Misfits in Society:

Selvadurai – Funny Boy


Dunn – Geek Love

Fowles – The Collector


Siskind – Perfume

Kesey – One Flew Over the Cuckoos Nest
Burgess – A Clockwork Orange

Wyndham – The Chrysalids


Keyes – Flowers for Algernon

Steinbeck – Of Mice and Men

Morrison – The Bluest Eye

Haddon – The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-time

83. Capital Punishment:

King – The Green Mile



Gram – The Life of David Gale

Preje – Dead Man Walking


Capote – In Cold Blood

Mailer – The Executioner’s Song
84. Single Author Studies:
Virginia Woolf



Tim O’Brien

Raymond Carver



Robert Coover

Denis Johnson



Ann Beattie

James Joyce



Edith Wharton

David Leavitt



E.M. Forster

Roddy Doyle – the Barrytown trilogy (all)
D. H. Lawrence

Richard Russo



Oliver Sacks

Guy Gavriel Kaye



Patricia Highsmith – the Ripley series

John Updike



David Foster Wallace

Thomas Pynchon – earlier works

Tom Robbins – earlier works

Kurt Vonnegut



Naguib Mahfouz

Yukio Mishima



Kenzaburo Oe

Penelope Fitzgerald



Barbara Pym

Ernest Hemingway



Flannery O’Connor

Bruce Chatwin – his biography (by Nocholas Shakespeare) and Utz and In Patagonia
