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Sample Topics

1. Modernism

James Joyce  
Portrait of An Artist as A Young Man

Virginia Woolf 
To The Lighthouse

E.M Forster 

Howard’s End / Passage to India / Room With A View

2. The Lost Generation

Hemingway  
A Farewell To Arms

Fitzgerald
 
The Great Gatsby

Maugham

Of Human Bondage

3. Existential Angst

Sartre 

No Exit/The Wall

Camus 

The Plague   OR   The Stranger


        Kazantzakis

The Last Temptation of Christ

        Barthe

Lost in The Funhouse


4. The Novel of Ideas

Kafka

The Trial/ The Metamorphosis
Huxley

Brave New World

Eco


The Name of The Rose

        Byatt

The Tower of Babel



        Ackroyd

Hawksmoor

5. Thy Drugs Are Quick

Welsh

Trainspotting/Acid House

Burroughs

Junkie

Wolf

The Electric Cool-Aid Acid Test

Will Self

My Idea of Fun
6. The Epic Novel


       Melville

Moby Dick

                       Dostoyevsky

The Brothers Karamazov

       Dickens

Tale of Two Cities

       Grass

The Tin Drum


       Scott

The Raj Quartet

7. Classical Epics

Homer

The Odyssey

Virgil

The Aeneid


        Ovid

The Metamorphosis

8. Biographical Novel

Stone

The Agony and The Ecstasy / Lust For Life

Maugham

The Moon and Sixpence

Delillo

Libra

9. Revisiting The Past

Swift

Waterland / Last Orders

Atwood

Surfacing

Laurence

The Stone Angel
Brookner

A Start In Life
10. Nuclear Fallout

Shute

On The Beach
Bock

The Ash Garden
Windham

The Chrysalids

Atwood

Oryx and Crake

11. Paradise Lost

Milton

Paradise Lost (selected excerpts)
Garland

The Beach

Golding

Lord of The Flies

Wiggins

John Dollar


        Steinbeck

East of Eden
12. Social Realism


Steinbeck

The Grapes of Wrath

Solzhenitsyn
A Day In The Life of Ivan Denisovitch

Zola

Germinal

Hardy

Jude The Obscure/Tess

13. War is Hell

Crane

The Red Badge of Courage

Findley

The Wars

Mailer

The Naked and The Dead

Remarque

All Quiet on The Western Front

Stone

Dog Soldiers


        Faulks

Birdsong


        O’Brien

The Things They Carried


        Herr

Dispatches


        Frazier

Cold Mountain
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Satire 

Pynchon

Vineland

Heller

Catch 22

Barthe

Giles  Goatboy

Vonnegut
         
Cat’s Cradle/

        

 Slaughterhouse Five

Russo

Straightman

Pierre

Vernon God Little
15. The Individual and Social Responsibility

Dickens

Oliver Twist

Dickens

Hard Times

Eliot 

Silas Marner

Steinbeck

Of Mice and Men / Winter of Our 
Discontent

Puig

Kiss of The Spider Woman

Wiesel

Night

Keneally

Schindler’s Ark


Wolf

Bonfire of The Vanities

16. Conspiracy Theory

Stone

The Damascus Gate

Palahniuk

Survivor

17. Dark Imaginings

Peake

Gormenghast

[image: image2.wmf]Herbert

The Magic Cottage

King

The Shining

Clarke

Jonathan Strange and Mr. Norris


        Rice


Interview With A Vampire


        Kostova

The Historian

18. Male/Female Relationships

Magham

Of Human Bondage

Fowles

The French Lieutenant’s Woman

Tyler

The Accidental Tourist

Kundera

The Unbearable Lightness of Being

Barnes

Talking It Over / Still Talking It Over


       Marquez

Love in the Time of Cholera  



        Laurence

The Stone Angel/The Diviners



        D.H. Lawrence
Women In Love
19. Our Troubled Times

Delillo

White Noise

Carver

Cathedral
Coetzee

Disgrace

Boyle

The Road To Wellville

Coetzee

Waiting For The Barbarians


        Roy


The Tin Flute


        Findley

Headhunter


        Barnes

England, England


        Hage

Deniro’s Game
20. Appearance vs. Reality

Fowles 

The Magus

Barnes

The History of The World in 101/2 Chapters

21. Coming of Age                                                   
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Catcher In The Rye

Deane

Reading In The Dark

Mitchell

Who Has Seen The Wind

Fowler

A Separate Piece 

Roth

Portnoy’s Complaint

        Pierre

Vernon God Little


        Chabon 

Wonder Boys


        Irving

Cider House Rules


       Doyle

Paddy Clark, Ha, Ha, Ha


       Woolf

This Boy’s Life


       Twain

Huck Finn
22. Exploring Evil

Kozinski

The Painted Bird

Eli Wiesel

Night

Ellis

American Psycho

Bausch

Violence

Conrad

Heart of Darkness

Susskind

Perfume

23. 19th Century Women and Punishment

Flaubert

Madame Bovary

Hawthorne

The Scarlet Letter


        Hardy

Tess of the D’Urbervilles

        Tolstoy

Anna Karenina

24. The Impact of Illness

Shute

Life Size
Lamb

She’s Come Undone

Plath

The Bell Jar


        Ondaatje

The English Patient 


        Wharton

Ethan Frome

25. African-American Issues and Identities

Walker

The Colour Purple
Baldwin

Going To Meet The Man

Morrison

The Bluest Eye

Ellison

The Invisible Man

Wright 

Native Son


        McMillan

Waiting To Exhale


     


The Harlem Renaissance Reader


        Fairbairn

Five Smooth Stones
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Anti-Colonialism

Achebe
Things Fall Apart

Thiong’o
Petals of Blood

Kingsolver
Poisonwood Bible

Conrad
Heart of Darkness

Matthiessen
At Play in the Fields of The Lord

Carey
A True History of The Kelly Gang

                        Rhys
Wide Sargasso Sea

                        Scott
The Raj Quartet (Jewel in The Crown
27. “New” Canadian Voices

Bissoondath

A Casual Brutality 

Ricci

Lives of The Saints


Gowdy

The Romantic

28. A Strong Sense of Place


Golden

Memoirs of a Geisha



Pagnol

Jean de Florette


        Okri

The Famished Road


        Kincaid

Annie John


        Isherwood

Goodbye Berlin


        Hoeg

Smila’s Sense of Snow

29. Sexual Identities

Jong

Fear of Flying

Miller

Tropic of Capricorn/Cancer

Nin


Diary of Anais Nin
Brown

Rubyfruit Jungle

Hall


Well of Loneliness
Forster

Maurice

Greene

What the Dead Remember

Winterson

Oranges Aren’t The Only Fruit


        Kushner

Angels in America

30. Challenging Detective Fiction

Eco


The Name of The Rose

Auster

The New York Trilogy

Arturo

The Flanders Panel 

Stone

The Damascus Gate
31. Popular Culture

Delillo

White Noise

Rushdie

The Ground Beneath Her Feet/Fury

Hornsby

High Fidelity/About A Boy


        Robbins

Even Cowgirls Get The Blues


        Chabon

Amazing Adventures of Kavalier and Clay

32. Added Weight in Children’s Literature

Barrie

Peter Pan

Carter

The Burning Bed

Carroll

Alice In Wonderland


        Rushdie

Haroun and The Sea of Stories

33. Untrustworthy Narration

James

The Turn of The Screw

Ishiguro

The Remains of The Day

Ford

The Good Soldier


        Fowles

The Collector
34. Generations

Allende 

The House of The Spirits

MacDonald

Fall On Your Knees

Marquez

A Hundred Years of Solitude

35. Art and Literature

Urquhart

The Underpainter

Fowles

The Ebony Tower

Byatt

The Matisse Stories

Maugham

The Moon and Sixpence

Vreeland

Girl in Hyacinth Blue

Chevalier

Girl With A Pearl Earring
Berger

A Painter of Our Times


        Paluk

My Name is Red


        Chabon

The Amazing Adventures of Kavalier and Clay

        Stone

The Agony and The Ecstasy

36. (Re)Creating The Past

Atwood

Alias Grace

Byatt

Possession

Urquhart

Away

Tremain

Restoration

Winterson

Sexing The Cherry


        Paluk

My Name is Red


        Rushdie

The Enchantress of Florentine


        Ecco

Bauldilino


        Unsworth

Morality Play
37. Social Critique (Panoramic)

Malouf

Remembering Babylon

Rushdie

Midnight’s Children/Shame
Carey

Oscar and Lucinda / True History of the Kelly Gang

Wolf

Bonfire of The Vanities

Palahniuk

Fight Club / Survivor

        Byatt

The Tower of Babel


        Mann

The Magic Mountain


        Hage

DeNiro’s Game


        McEwen

Saturday

38. The Loser (Studies in the Anti-Hero)

Amis

Money

Banks

Affliction

Jonson

Jesus’ Son
Irving

The Fourth Hand

Miller

Death of A Salesman

Richler

Barney’s Version
39. Poor But Proud

Faulkner

As I Lay Dying

Nichols
            
The Milagros Beanfield War

McCourt

Angela’s Ashes

McCarthy

Outer Dark


        Carey

True History of The Kelly Gang

40. Victoriana

James

The Golden Bowl

Hardy

Jude The Obscure

Wharton

The Age of Innocence
            41.         Magic Realism
Kundera

The Book of Laughter and Forgetting

Marquez

A Hundred Years of Solitude

Escoval

Like Water for Chocolate


        Rushdie

Midnight’s Children


        Okri

The Famished Road

42.          Fathers, Mothers, Daughters, Sons

Allison

Bastard Out of Carolina

Tan


The Joy Luck Club

Morrison

Beloved

Godwin

A Mother and Two Daughters

Conroy

The Great Santini / Prince of Tides

Lawrence

Sons and Lovers

Atwood

The Cat’s Eye


        Roth

Call It Sleep


        Holmes

Jack


        Gibbons

Ellen Foster


        Banville

The Sea


        Wells

Devine Secrets of the Ya-Ya Sisterhood

        Duncan

Moon Women
43.          Searching For The Spiritual in The Real

Maugham

The Razor’s Edge

Hesse

Siddhartha / Steppenwolf

Coelho

The Alchemist

Kazantzakis

The Last Temptation of Christ

44.        The Family

Faulkner

The Sound and The Fury

Irving

A Widow For One Year

Atwood

The Blind Assassin 

O’Neil

Long Days Journey Into Night

Franzen

The Corrections


        McEwen

Atonement/Saturday
45.         Modern Maritime Fiction


        McLeod

No Great Mischief


        Adams

Mercy Among The Children

        Proulx

The Shipping News


        Unsworth

Strange Hunger

            46.         India, India

Roy


A God of No Small Things

Rushdie

Midnight’s Children

Mistry

A Fine Balance

Seth

A Suitable Boy

Mehta

Karma Cola


        Forster

Passage To India


        Irving

Son of The Circus


        Ondaatje

Anil’s Ghost

47.        Dear Diary

Fielding

Bridget Jones Diary

Dalby

The Tale Murasaki

Frank

The Diary of Anne Frank 
48.        The Immigrant Experience
Guterson

Snow Falling On Cedars

Tan


The Joy Luck Club

Ricci

Lives of The Saints

Mukarjee

Jasmine

Kogawa

Obasan

Doctorow

Ragtime

Vassanji

No New Land

Ondaatje

Skin of A Lion
49.        The Epistolary Novel

Walker

The Color Purple

Bantock

The Griffin and Sabine Series

Symonds

The Convict Lover

Wright

Clara Callan

50.        Metafiction

Calvino

If On A Winter’s Night A Traveller

Barth

Lost In The Funhouse

Kundera

The Unbearable Lightness of Being

Barth

The Last Voyage of Somebody The Sailor

O’Brien

In The Lake of The Woods

51.        Playing With Time

Agee

A Death In The Family

Amis

Time’s Arrow

Vonnegut

Hocus Pocus

52.        Psychoanalysis and Literature (Freud and Jung)

Oatley

The Case of Emily V.

Findley

Pilgrim

Davies

The Depford Trilogy

Lawrence

Sons and Lovers


        Fowles

The Magus


        Unsworth

Mooncranker

53.       Native Voices
Highway

Kiss of The Fur Queen

King

Green Grass, Running Water

Alexie

The Lone Ranger and Tonto Fistfight in Heaven

54.  Future Imperfect
Hoban - Riddley Walker          

William Gibson - Neuromancer   OR   Idoru
Theroux - O-Zone



Neal Stephenson - Snow Crash 

Burgess - A Clockwork Orange




Richard Wright - A Scientific Romance
Miller - A Canticle for Leibowitz



Dick - Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep? 

Russell - The Sparrow   AND/OR   The Children of God



Brin - The Postman 
Charnas – McKee, Russ, Delany - Radical Utopias (3 novels)


Niffenegger - The Time Traveller’s Wife
Saramongo - Blindness 

55.  After-effects of the Holocaust
Susan Fromberg Schaeffer - Anya
William Styron - Sophie’s Choice
D.M. Thomas - The White Hotel
Anne Michaels - Fugitive Pieces
Bernard Schlink - The Reader


Kosinski - The Painted Bird
Louis Begley - Wartime Lies
Jurik Becker - Jakob The Liar 

Harris - Five Quarters of the Orange
Moran - The Man in the Box
Eli Wiesel - Night 

56.  Native American Issues





Ryga - In The Shadow of Our Vulture 
Dorris – Yellow Raft in Blue Water





Berger - Little Big Man
Kingsolver – The Bean Trees   &   Pigs in Heaven



Erdich – Tracks
Alexie (and others by him) - The Lone Ranger and Tonto Fistfight in Heaven
King – Green Grass, Running Water




Momaday - House Made of Dawn 
Silko – Ceremony







Keneally - The Chant of Jimmie Blacksmith
Single Author Studies
1.   Virginia Woolf






2.   William Faulkner

3.   Edith Wharton

4.   Willa Cather

5.   F. Scott Fitzgerald

6.   Ernest Hemingway 




7.   James Joyce



8.   Edith Wharton
             

9.   Doris Lessing

10. E.M. Forster



11. Roddy Doyle –The Barrytown Trilogy (all)

12. D.H. Lawrence
many

13. Richard Russo

14.  Oliver Sacks

 

15.  Guy Gavriel Kaye

16.  Patricia Highsmith –the ‘Ripley’ series

17.  John Updike

18.  Philip Roth

19.  Thomas Pynchon –earlier works

20.  Tom Robbins –earlier works               (1)

21.  Kurt Vonnegut –esp. early
          (10)

22.  Naguib Mahfouz

23.  Yukio Mishima

24.  Michael Ondaatje26. David Adam Richards

25.  Margaret Atwood

26.  Margaret Lawrence

         (15)

27.  Flannery O’Connor (3 By Flannery O’Connor –3 novels collected)

28.  Robertson Davies

29.  Victorians: Hardy, Dickens, Trollope etc.

30.  Larry McMurtry

31.  Richard Russo

32.  Alice Munro (largely SS collections)

33.  Evelyn Waugh

34.  W.O. Mitchell

35.  Richard Ford

36.  Ann Beattie

37.  John Barth

38.  David Foster Wallace

39.  Rick Moody

40.  Tim O’Brien

41.  Ian McEwan

42.  The Bronte sisters

43.  Anne Tyler

44.  John Irving

45.  Milan Kundera

46.  Jose Saramago

47.  Michael Chabon

48.  Richard Russo
49.  Robertson Davies
50.  Jane Austin
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